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EDITORIAL 
A Message to Readers of Historia Mathematica from the 
Past Chairman of the International Commission on 
History of Mathematics 
This message to readers of Historia Mathematica will be the last I write on 
behalf of the International Commission on History of Mathematics. For the past 
eight years I have been pleased to serve as ICHM Chair, an office to which I was 
first elected in 1985. After two terms, it is both timely and appropriate for me to 
relinquish this responsibility, and beginning January 1, 1994, Eberhard Knobloch 
has traded his hat as Editor of the Commission's journal, Historia Mathematica, 
for that of its Chair. In this undertaking he will be joined by a newly elected 
Executive Committee, as indicated on the back cover of this issue of Historia 
Mathematica, an auspicious one as the journal begins its twenty-first volume. 
If farewells are a time for reflection, then I am pleased to look back over the 
past eight years, during which I have been fortunate to work with the members 
of an exceptionally active Executive Committee, to each of whom I and the 
Commission owe a heartfelt debt of gratitude: to Sergei Demidov as Vice Chair, 
Kirsti Andersen as Secretary, Christoph Scriba and Menso Folkerts as Treasurers, 
and all of the members of the Executive Committee with whom I have had the 
pleasure to serve, including Kurt-R. Biermann, Umberto Bottazzini, Ubiratan 
D'Ambrosio, Jean Dhombres, Pierre Dugac, Harold Edwards, Ivor Grattan-Guin- 
ness, R.C. Gupta, Walter Purkert, and Lam Lay-Yong. I also offer a special word 
of thanks to my predecessor in this position, Christoph J. Scriba, who not only 
set a very high standard for the Commission's Chair to follow, but was always 
willing to offer expert advice whenever called upon for opinions or suggestions 
about projects or policies the Commission should pursue. 
And finally, I both thank and congratulate Eberhard Knobloch--thank him for 
the eight years he has spent as Editor of Historia Mathematica--the most im- 
portant responsibility of the commission, in fact, which is ultimately concerned 
with the journal's scholarly health and financial well being. On both counts the 
Commission is also fortunate to have the cooperation and generous support of 
Academic Press, its publisher. We all wish the journal's new editors, David Rowe 
and Karen Parshall (along with David Zitarelli as Abstracts Editor and Catherine 
Goldstein and Paul Wolfson as Book Review Editors) every success erving to 
ensure the journal's future. 
1 
0315-0860/94 $6.00 
Copyright © 1994 by Academic Press, Inc. 
All rights of reproduction i any form reserved. 
2 EDITORIAL HM 21 
David E. Rowe, Editor Karen V. H. Parshall, Managing Editor 
But finally, in closing, it is to the international circle of historians of mathematics 
that I say, not "farewell" in the sense of good bye, but "fare well" in the sense 
that I wish the entire community of historians of mathematics ontinued success 
in all of its endeavors, both individually and collectively. Formerly, as Editor of 
Historia Mathematica, and more recently, as ICHM Chairman, I have come to 
appreciate the accelerating efforts in all parts of the world to advance interest in 
the history of mathematics. In both quantity and quality this work has been 
increasingly impressive, and as we look ahead, the next millennium will soon be 
upon us, providing, we can only hope, even greater challenges and opportunities. 
May they be as gratifying and interesting--in every way--as I have found these 
past eight years serving as Chair of this Commission. 
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